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Common Ground  
Sustainable Net Zero Energy  

Affordable Housing 
Lopez Community Land Trust 



Hosts Sandy Bishop and Rhea Miller 
founded the Land Trust 



Demonstrations of straw bale 
construction, solar tubes, etc. 



Demonstrations of permeable pavers and 
energy requirements of different light 

bulbs or a TV. (Pedal hard!) 



Olive oil tadelakt finish  
on kitchen backsplash & shower walls 



Water-conserving fixtures 



Rain water catchment. Pond for irrigation. 
Tank for potable supply + limited irrigation. 



Solar energy heats water to 120, then 
boosted to 150. Grid-tied solar electric 

system. 



Interiors were light and comfortable, 
with passive ventilation and solar 



Aesthetics were not overlooked 
(Some interior walls were finished in tapioca.) 



Homes and yards reflect  
individual needs and styles 


