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For Street Tree Planting

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Additional information on tree planting and tree care, specific to 
the City of Moscow or general in nature, can be found from the following sources:

Moscow Parks and Recreation Office  
and Moscow Tree Commission, Moscow, ID 
Phone: 208/883-7085.
Free copies of Moscow Tree Bulletins,  
‘Pruning Shade Trees’ brochure, City of Moscow  
Arboricultural Specifications and Standards Guide, 
City of Moscow Community Forestry Ordinance, 
and other informative tree care brochures are available.

Idaho Department of Lands 
Community Forestry Program 
Phone: 800/432-4648.
Free copies of Tree City USA Bulletins on a wide range  
of topics are available.

University of Idaho Extension Office, Latah County 
Courthouse, 5th & Van Buren, Moscow, ID
Phone: 208/882-8580.
Numerous extension publications are available.  
A catalog listing of all of the publications is free.



INTRODUCTION

	 The Community Forestry Program was established to enhance the quality of life in 
Moscow by promoting the planting, protection, and care of Moscow’s trees.  Street 
trees are a major focus of the program since they contribute to energy conservation, 
beauty, air quality, soil stabilization, and t he enhancement of property values which 
benefit all Moscow residents.

	 This guide provides recommendations on the selection of trees to be planted along 
the street rights-of-way.  The list is not all-inclusive, yet offers many choices in terms of 
species and their cultivars.  The trees were selected based on their adaptability to our 
climate, attractiveness, range of sizes, and suitability to growing along streets.

	 The importance of planting the right tree in the right location is key to the tree’s 
survival and to sound community forestry practices.  We encourage you to use this 
guide in your future street tree planting efforts.  Please keep this as a resource and 
share it with friends and neighbors.  If we act collectively, we can make our community 
a pleasant and inviting place to live and work.  Thank you for being an important part 
of keeping our city beautiful.

Moscow Tree Commission

SPECIAL THANKS
	
	 The City of Moscow extends its appreciation to the City of Lewiston and the City of 
Las Vegas for permission to adapt published material for use in this booklet.  Funding 
for this second edition was made possible by a grant from the Latah County Community 
Forestry Program.

THINK BIG!
	
	 When planning what tree to plant, please consider using large-maturing species when 
space allows.  There is an unfortunate trend toward planting only small trees in Moscow 
and other cities, leading to what some call “the dwarfing of the urban forest.”  This is a 
good thing to do near overhead lines because it reduces the need for line clearance and the 
disfigurement of street trees, increases safety, and prevents power outages.  However, where 
we have large spaces, we need large trees to perpetuate benefits for the future, especially the 
cooling effects of summer shade and providing homes and cover for wildlife.

	 Moscow’s goal is to maintain large trees to maximize benefits to our citizens.   
  

WHERE TO PLANT LARGE-MATURING TREES
	
	 Here is a guide to appropriate spaces for large trees, when at least 50 feet from 
overhead power lines.

On the lawn side 
of curb-attached 
sidewalks

Centered in planting 
strips 6-8’ in width

Yards Parking Lots

	 Not only do large growing trees provide more benefits such as energy savings, rain runoff 

retention, and air pollution control than small growing trees, their assessed values at maturity 

are much higher than small growing trees.  Below are values for two of Moscow’s street trees:

	

	
Small ornamental tree	 $ 2,500

	 Large shade tree	 $ 15,000


